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AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
XAMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 2142 
AMEMBASSY OLSO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 10572 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: LOS ANGELES TIMES STORY OF MBFR NEGOTIATING 
POSITION 

REF: STATE 181638, 182240 

1. ONLY DETAILED REPORT ALONG LINES LA TIMES STORY 
HAS BEEN 14 SEPTEMBER DAILY EXPRESS DISCUSSION OF 
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NIXON'S VISIT TO WESTERN EUROPE THIS FALL. DAILY EXPRESS, 
DATLINED WASHINGTON, ASSERTS PRESIDENT WILL BE DIS- 
CUSSING WITH OUR NATO PARTNERS DETAILS OF TROOP WITH- 
DRAWALS - REPORTEDLY AGREED BILATERALLY WITH THE 
SOVIETS - DURING THE FIRST PHASE OF WHICH 31,500 US 
SERVICEMEN AND 67,500 SOVIET TROOPS WOULD RETURN TO 
THEIR HOME SOIL. TROOP LEVELS UNDER THE AGREEMENT, 

IT STATES, EVENTUALLY WOULD REACH 700,000 MEN EACH FOR 
THE PACT AND NATO. 

2. FINANCIAL TIMES OF 14 SEPT. CARRIES BRIEF REPORT 

OF DENIAL HERE (PRESUMABLY BY FCO) OF BURDEN OF LA TIMES 
STORY AS "PREMATURE AND SPECULATIVE ". FINANCIAL TIMES 
REPORTS SPECULATION THAT THE VIENNA NEGOTIATIONS WILL 
LEAD, AT LEAST INITIALLY, TO A 10 PERCENT TROOP CUT ON 
EACH SIDE, BUT NOTES ITS UNDERSTANDING THAT A NATO PO- 
SITION HAS NOT YET BEEN FINALIZED. DAILY MAIL ALSO HASS 
BRIEF ITEM ON LA TIMES STORY. 

3. EMBASSY INFORMED FCO 13 SEPT. OF LINE WE INTEND TO 
TAKE IF QUERIED ON TOTH STORY; BRITISH AGREED WITH THIS 
APPROACH AND PLAN FOLLOW OUR LEAD. EMBASSY HAS DECLINED 
TO COMMENT ON THE LA TIMES STORY TO THE FEW LOCAL NEWS- 
MEN WHO HAVE CONTACTED US THUS FAR. 

SOHM 
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